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Abstract

Between the language of law and the law of language lies a close bond,

namely their “scientific character”; Indeed, it is impossible to discuss the former
outside the framework of Jegal science, just as the latter can only be studied within
the context of /linguistics. This research, situated at the intersection of both
disciplines, seeks to address a highly significant scientific gap: that which exists
between polysemy—as a linguistic “reality”—and the difticulties of deriving legal

rules, as a consequence within the “field” of law.
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The study approaches this gap/problematic primarily from a legal
perspective, first by defining polysemy and distinguishing it from related notions
(ambiguity, vagueness, frame concepts, obscurity, etc.). It further highlights
manifestations of this linguistic phenomenon in the Moroccan Code of
Obligations and Contracts (“obligation”, “contract”)—considered the founding
text of private law at least—demonstrating the prominent presence of polysemy in
its lexicon, both quantitatively and qualitatively. The research then examines the
legal implications of polysemy in this legislation, weighing its positive and
negative aspects, before addressing possible means of dealing with its
shortcomings.

Keywords: Law — Linguistics — Lexicon — Polysemy.
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